METHODOLOGY

CONTACT INFORMATION
For more information on our
One Health project

55 laboratories from 19 non-EU countries have been
selected to form the MediLabSecure network and
will take part in the proposed activities

MediLabSecure
Visit us on www.medilabsecure.com
Contact us at medilabsecure@pasteur.fr

FIRST ACTIVITY IN JANUARY 2015

MediLabSecure
Preventing Vector Borne Diseases around
the Mediterranean and Black Sea regions
by creating new networks
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A meeting with the Heads of the selected laboratories took
place at the Institut Pasteur in Paris in January 2015 to present
the project and further assess the needs and expectations of
the participating countries.
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The MediLabSecure Project is supported by the European
Commission (DEVCO: IFS/21010/23/_194)

and implemented by:
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THE MEDILABSECURE PROJECT
The overall objective of the EU-funded MediLabSecure project
(2014-2017) is to increase, through capacity building, the health
security in the Mediterranean Area and Black Sea Region. In
particular, it aims at enhancing the preparedness to common
health threats and biosafety risks at national and regional levels
by the creation of a Network of laboratories involved in human
and animal virology as well as medical entomology.

PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES
The MediLabSecure network encompasses 19 non-EU countries
around the Mediterranean and Black Sea Regions.

ACTIVITIES
Networking
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Great opportunities of networking for laboratory staff within
the same field and among other scientific areas

Capacity Building
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Training
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Tailored training in diagnosis of vector-borne and
emerging respiratory viruses (including West Nile, Rift
Valley Fever...) from human and animal samples
Training in biosafety and biorisk management
Tailored training in medical entomology: workshops
for systematic identification of vectors of relevant
arboviruses

AIMS OF THE NETWORK
General objectives
MediLabSecure is a European project aiming to:
Create a framework for collaboration to improve
integrated surveillance (animal, human, entomological)
and monitoring of emerging vector borne and respiratory
viral diseases
Provide training for capacity building in laboratories and
transfer of biosafety and best laboratory practices
Provide training for public health experts in participating
countries to increase the communicable disease control
Provide recommendations to improve integrated
surveillance

Expected Impact
Prevent spread of viruses and concerned vectors
(mosquitoes) by setting up early detection methods
Prevent outbreaks of zoonotic viruses with an existing
identified or potential risk in the region (West Nile,
Chikungunya, Rift valley fever, …)
Provide tools for multidisciplinary risk assessment of the
different emerging viruses (transmission, spread, human
impact…)
Contribute to the implementation of public health
measures for control where possible

Participating Countries

Partners

Albania, Algeria, Armenia,
Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Egypt, Georgia, Jordan,
Kosovo*, Lebanon, Libya,
Moldova, Montenegro,
Morocco, Palestine, Serbia,
The Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia,
Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine

Institut Pasteur, Paris, France

*This designation is without prejudice
to positions on status, and is in line
with UNSCR 1244 and ICJ Advisory
opinion on the Kosovo declaration of
independence.

Kathleen Victoir, Fanny Cherblanc &
Lobna Gaayeb (Coordination)
Jean-Claude Manuguerra & Camille
Escadafal (Human Virology)

IRD, Montpellier, France

Vincent Robert & Marie Picard
(Medical Entomology)

CISA-INIA, Madrid, Spain

Miguel Ángel Jimenez & Elisa Pérez
Ramírez (Animal Virology)

ISS, Rome, Italy

Silvia Declich, Maria Grazia Dente &
Flavia Riccardo (Public Health)
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EQA & Expert visits

External Quality Assessments (EQAs): feedback on
diagnostic performance, harmonization and validation
of techniques
Onsite Expert visits to laboratories upon request by the
participating countries

Improve monitoring of vectors
Develop an electronic determination key of mosquito
species
Propose adapted measures for surveillance and control
of vectors

Collective preparedness and response to viral threats
in the Mediterranean and Black Sea regions.
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