One Health network
for the prevention of vector-borne diseases
around the Mediterranean and Black Sea regions
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Institut Pasteur, Paris

1. The context
Countries in the Mediterranean and Black Sea regions share a continuous geographic area with common
maritime boundaries, zoological homogeneity and a lot of human travels and exchanges. As a result, these
countries face common veterinarian concerns and public health threats which they must respond in a coordinated
way. In the alarming context of periodic viral emergence, both for human and animal populations, it is important
to improve the preparation and increase the capacities of laboratories and public health institutes of the area in
order to rapidly detect or diagnose these viral infections and orient international public health regulations and
policy makers decisions. In addition, close international coordination is imperative to efficiently respond to these
health threats.
The EU-funded MediLabSecure project (20142018) aims to strengthen through capacity building
the preparedness and response to emerging viral
infections, with a particular focus on arboviral diseases,
of 19 non-EU partner countries in the Mediterranean

more than

19

Public Health
Institutes

and Black Sea regions. Encompassing 55 laboratories
and 19 public health institutes/Ministries of Health,
this vast network collaboratively address public
health-related national needs through a One Health
approach integrating animal and human virology as
well as entomology and public health.

The MediLabSecure Network
Albania
Algeria
Armenia
Bosnia & Herzegovina
Egypt
Georgia
Jordan
Kosovo
Lebanon
Libya
Moldova
Montenegro
Morocco
Palestine
Rep. of Macedonia
Serbia
Tunisia
Turkey
Ukraine

The Laboratory Network
human virology
animal virology
medical & veterinary entomology
public health
project partners

19

beneficiary
countries

150

experts

55

labs

Implemented by four European partner Institutes : Institut Pasteur (France), the Institut de Recherche pour le
Développement – IRD (France), The National Institute for Agricultural and Food Research and Technology –
INIA(Spain) and the Italian National Institute for Health – ISS (Italy), the project represents an integrative network
of four main disciplines for awareness, risk assessment, monitoring and control of vector borne diseases :
- Animal Virology aiming to improve the diagnosis of relevant zoonotic viruses in the region, with special focus
on arboviruses.
- Human Virology focusing on surveillance and diagnosis capacities of vector borne‐viruses and emerging
respiratory viruses identified as present threats or potential risk of emergence in the Mediterranean and Black
Sea regions.
- Medical Entomology focusing on mosquitoes identified as present threats or with potential risk of emergence
in the region
- Public Health intending to reinforce the preparedness to emerging infectious in the region by investigating and
improving when possible the standard surveillance methods towards integrated surveillance, risk assessment and
early case detection
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For more details www.medilabsecure.com

serological diagnosis

public health

2. MediLabSecure Global Conference
The MediLabSecure project will organize a global
conference on 25-27th June 2018.
More than 100 attendees, representatives from
partners institutions or participant countries will gather
on the premises of Institut Pasteur to :
•Present the project’s achievements
•Present and discuss the contribution of the Project
to the surveillance and control of arbovirus infections
with a One Health approach
•Discuss new opportunities of collaboration with a
regional perspective
•Engage a global reflexion on the future challenges
within the project.
By encouraging information exchange and promoting
collaboration, this meeting will foster cross-sectoral
dialog focused on ensuring the sustainability and
operationalization of «one health» activities in the
involved institutions.
Moreover, the participation of other projects of
interest close to the MediLabSecure scope will offer
a regional networking opportunity to the participants
across scientific disciplines and countries.

3. Date and venue
Monday 25 to Wednesday 27 June 2018
Institut Pasteur – Amphitheatre Duclaux
28 rue du Docteur Roux
75015 Paris

4. Scientific programme
The meeting will be held on 2 half days and 1 full day.
The main outlines of the event will be:

Monday 25th
- Opening ceremony in the early afternoon followed by two plenary sessions
on One-Health and Global Change combined with lectures on both aspects.
In addition, a plenary session will be delivered on the current situation of arboviruses in the Sahel region, which bordered
the South of the current MediLabSecure area.
Tuesday 26th
- Morning will be dedicated to an overview of the main project’s activities and achievements during the past 4 years
with an opening presentation delivered by the coordination team. These lectures will be followed by testimonials from
identified beneficiary countries. Some overall presentations of relevant parallel projects (MediPIET, REMESA, EMERGE,
EVD LabNet, VectorNet, InfraVec2) will also be scheduled.
- The afternoon session will consist of a panel discussion with the representatives of Projects and Networks of the Region to
identify synergies and concrete ways of cooperation to increase consistency of the approaches and amplify the impact of
the initiatives in the Region.
In late afternoon the parallel sessions per workpackage will consist of technical discussions on on-going activities and
possibly a brainstorming on future needs.
Wednesday 27th
- A panel discussion on the MediLabSecure Strategic Document on integrated surveillance will be organised in the first
part of the morning, gathering Scientific Board members and representatives from beneficiary countries involved in the
elaboration of this document. After an overall presentation of the Strategic Document, the discussion will result in conclusions
and final recommendations on how and when to promote and facilitate the implementation of integrated surveillance and
intersectoral collaboration to enhance the control of arbovirus infection in the Mediterranean and Black Sea region.
- The closing ceremony will take pkace in the second part of the morning with a concluding session followed by a speech
delivered by a representative from EC DG-DEVCO, funding European agency.

DRAFT Agenda

MediLabSecure global conference
June 25-27, 2018
Institut Pasteur, Paris

MediLabSecure

Day 1

Monday 25/06

Registration & WELCOME LUNCH

12:30
14:00

Opening Ceremony

M. Jouan (Institut Pasteur) tbc

14:15

Plenary Session 1
One Health Surveillance of arbovirosis and arboviruses

15:00

One Health in the context of MediLabSecure

15:30

Plenary Session 2
Analysis on the current situation of arbovirosis &
arboviruses in the Sahel region

12:55

Lunch

14:25

Project’s activities & achievements - Medical Entomology (WP4)

V. Robert & F. Jourdain (IRD)

P. Formenty (WHO)

14:55

Testimonials from beneficiary countries - WP4

• D. Petric (Serbia)
• T. Eshaibi (Libya) tbc

MG. Dente & S. Declich (ISS)

15:30

VectorNet project - General overview

• G. Hendrickx (AVIA-GIS)

15:45

MediPiet project - General overview

• P. Concha Martin de pando 		

Panel Discussion 1
Strenghtening national capacities and networking to
enhance regional preparadness to threats to health

•
•
•
•
•
•

A. Sall (Institut Pasteur in Dakar)
16:00

coffeE Break

16:00
16:30

Plenary Session 3
Global climate change & international public health :
interdisciplinary approaches and integrated responses

D. Roiz (IRD)

17:15

Global Changes : challenges and opportunities
for MediLabSecure

G. Hendrickx (AVIA-GIS)

16:30
17:00

Networking dinner

20:15

Tuesday 26/06

Day 2

Project’s activities & achievements - General overview

09:15

Project’s activities & achievements - Animal virology (WP2) • MA. Jimenez Clavero (INIA)

09:45

Testimonials from beneficiary countries - WP2

• N. Toklikishvili (Georgia)
• S. Sghaier (Tunisia)

10:20

REMESA & InfraVec2 projects - General overview

• M. Bengoumi (FAO) tbc
• F. Simard (InfraVec2) tbc

Group Picture, coffeE Break
Parallel sessions: discussion within specialities’ groups

Day 3

09:30

Presentation of the MediLabSecure Strategic Document
on integrated surveillance

S. Declich & MG. Dente (ISS)

10:00

Panel Discussion 2 on MediLabSecure Strategic Document

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• E. Perez Ramirez (INIA)
• J. Fernandez Pineiro (INIA)

11:25

Project’s activities & achievements - Human Virology (WP3)

• JC. Manuguerra (Institut pasteur)
• G. Mikaty (Institut Pasteur)

11:55

Testimonials from beneficiary countries - WP3

• TBD

P. Calistri (IZSAM)
M. Ciotti (ECDC)
G. Torres (OIE)
J. Pinto (FAO)
AB Failloux (Institut Pasteur)
N. Ghosn (MOH - Lebanon)
X. Jakupi (NIPH - Kosovo)
B. Alten (Hacettepe University)
N. Abouchoaib (ONSSA)

coffeE Break

11:00

coffeE Break

M. Bengoumi (REMESA) tbc
V. Dolmazon (WHO) tbc
C. Reusken (EVD LabNet)
G. Hendrickx (VectorNet)
C. Martin de Pando (MediPIET)
F. Simard (InfraVec2) tbc

Wednesday 27/06

G. Macaux (Institut Pasteur)

09:00

10:50

(MediPIET)

11:30

Concluding Session

• Directors from partners’ Institutes
• Representative from COE CBRN tbd

12:00

Closing Ceremony

E. Maier (EC DG-DEVCO) tbc

Lunch

12:15
12:25

WHO & EVD LabNet projects - General overview

• V. Dolmazon (WHO) tbc
• C. Reusken (Erasmus MC)

Locations
Restaurant

Institut Pasteur
Amphitheatre Duclaux

Hall Amphitheatre Duclaux

Meeting rooms François Jacob building

Hall François Jacob Building

Le Capitaine
Fracasse

